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This book's utility ranges from just a curious beachwalker all the way to a professional mariner, and

everyone in between who has ever looked out on a river, bay, or ocean at some unusually shaped

vessel and wondered, "What kind of ship is that, and what does it do?"This superb text, an improved

second edition, includes every possible working vessel, power or sail, and many configurations of

pleasure craft. Its utility comes from the intuitive identification guide for vessels that the author

includes, much like those found in bird or animal track identification guides, in which you compare

the shape of the vessel you see on the water to a small "thumbnail" image. That leads you to the

greater detailed section that will help you identify each vessel. Once you have found the precise

page, which is remarkably easy for even the most unusual vessel, the detailed illustrations and

narrative included for each vessel is outstanding. This detailed narrative includes the nature of the

vessel's work, sometimes a history of the specific industry, and "things to look out for". For example,

the discussion of Chesapeake Bay menhaden fishing vessels, including drawings of the "mother

ship", and her two workboats, also includes a discussion of these vessels frequent use of a small

shore-based airplane to spot the schools of menhaden, and discusses the use of the final product,

in this case, menhaden oil is used in the manufacture of fine cosmetics.A great gift for anyone you

know who lives on the water, or near a port city, beach or large body of water. Great for



beachcombers and vacationers as well. But, it is so well designed and written that the previous

edition has served me as an invaluable reference for years as a professional mariner.I am a U.S.
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